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DANGER AHEAD

Funerals Go Co-op in Seattle
(Blame SCI)

The People’s Memorial Funeral Cooperative explains how and why they
got into the funeral business in a June 12 press release:

P:uple in Seattle love doing things the cooperative way. Whether it's buying their gro-
ceries at a natural food co-op, getting their medical care at a healthcare co-op, childcare at a
preschool co-op, recreational equipment at an outdoor sports co-op, living in co-op housing,
or even medical marijuana through a buyer’s co-op. Now, consumers in the Seattle area have
the option of handling their funeral arrangements through a co-op as well.

The People’s Memorial Funeral Cooperative (PMFC) opened its doors on June 11 with
some 100,000 members. The funeral cooperative was established so that anyone who is a
[one-time $25] member of People’s Memorial Association (PMA) is also an owner/member
of the funeral co-op. _

PMA, the first memorial society in the country, was formed in 1939 to educate and
empower consumers and create an alternative to the high prices and high-pressure sales of
the funeral industry. Over 172,000 Washington state residents have joined PMA since it was
founded. “The need for an alternative funeral option is perhaps even greater today than it was
in 1939,” says John Eric Rolfstad, executive director of PMA.

The last decade has brought huge corporate consolidation to the funeral industry. In
the 1990s, many family-owned funeral homes were sold to corporations — even though the
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